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A CLOUD-CAPPED LEGION. 

By Clayton Tobeexce. 

Alexander Spotswood of "Newpost" and "Nottingham," in 
Spotsylvania County (bom 1751 ; died December 20, 1818), son 
of Colonel John and Mary (Dandridge) Spotswood, and grand- 
son of the Honorable Alexander Spotswood, governor of Virginia, 
was indeed no less an energetic character than his father and his 
grandfather, and, like them too, it would seem be possessed also 
that quality to engage in undertakings that brought forth the un- 
qualified disapproval of men who like themselves, were independent 
thinkers and speakers. 

Alexander Spotswood (1751-1818) was withal a patriot and a 
good soldier as the following record shows : 

On 13 February 1776, Alexander Spotswood was commissioned 
Major of the 2nd Virginia Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel, 7 May 
1776, and Colonel 21 February 1777, resigning 9 October 1777. 
On December 1, 1784: Alexander Spotswood presented a petition to 
the General Assembly of Virginia praying to be allowed such 
bounty in lands as his services in the American Army during the 
late war entitled him. On 24 November 1794, he again petitioned 
the Assembly for bounty lands for his services in the Army stating 
"that at the end of the campaign in the year 1777 his domestic 
circumstances compelled him to retire from the Army after he 
had served quite three years." 

On the 13 December 1794, a most interesting petition by 
Alexander Spotswood was presented to the Assembly and is epi- 
tomized in the Journal of the House of Delegates for the Session 
beginning 11 November 1794 (page 91) as follows: 

"Mr King reported from the Committee of Propositions and 
Grievances that the committee had, according to order, had under 
their consideration the petition of Alexander Spotswood, to them 
referred, and had agreed upon a report, and come to a resolution 
thereupon, which he read in his place, and afterward delivered in 
at the clerks table, where the same were again read, and agreed 
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to by the House, as follows: It appears to your committee, that 
the said Alexander Spotswood, entered in the service as major of 
the Second Virginia Eegiment, in the month of June 1775 that 
in the year 1776 he rose to the rank of full Colonel, and had the 
command of the said regiment, in which he continued until after 
the action of Germantown, and the close of the campaign of 1777, 
when he retired from the Army. That the said Alexander Spots- 
wood was appointed a brigadier-general to a body of men directed 
to be raised by the state, but as the number was not completed, 
they did not go into service. That the said Alexander Spots- 
wood held a command in the militia, by appointment of the then 
Governor Jefferson, during Leslie's invasion of this state 
Resolved that it is the opinion of this committee, that the petition 
of the said Alexander Spotswood, praying that he may be allowed a 
bounty of ten thousand acres of Western lands, is reasonable. 
Ordered that Mr. King do carry the resolution to the Senate, and 
desire their concurrence." 

Probably one of the most romantic incidents connected with 
organizing the military in Virginia during the Revolutionary 
period is that of the attempted formation of two legions for the 
defence of the state in 1781. The assembly enacted, at the ses- 
sion of March 1781 a law reciting that "at this critical juncture, 
when the enemy have made this state the object of their vengeance, 
it is necessary to provide a standing force, for the immediate de- 
fence thereof." Two legions were directed to be formed each 
consisting of six companies of infantry and one troop of cavalry, 
of one hundred men each, for service during the war; "but, not 
to take the field or to do duty except in such cases of actual or 
threatened invasion." Other details of organization and service 
were specified by the act. 1 

On March 20, following, Alexander Spotswood, was appointed 
Brigadier General to command these two legions. 2 



i 10 Hening, p. 391. 

sHouse Journal March 20, 1781. Resolved that Alexander Spots- 
wood Esquire be appointed Brigadier General to command the two 
legions to be raised tor the defence of the state. 
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General Spotswood immediately went about the organization 
of his "legions," and the matter of uniforming and equipping them 
seems, from the following letters to have occupied a prominent 
place in the General's thoughts. 

Sept. 13, 1781. 1 

Brig: Genl: A. Spotswood to Col: Win. Davies— Sending Mr 
John Washington, Quarter Master 1st Legion with Eeturn of the 
3d Legion and requisition for Tents, Camp Kettles & Knapsacks, 
Col: Mead on his arirval at Eichmond, would let his wants be 
known — As the Officers are to be furnished as the Continental 
Officers, begs the favor of his having a Marque tent made for him 
as soon as possible & four horsemen's tents for his Field Officers — 
In the mean time he will be contented with Soldiers tents made 
rather larger than the men's — Bequests that Mr. Washington be 
informed where he is to get arms. 

[Copy of a letter, Executive Papers, in the Virginia State Library.] 

October 2 d ,1781. 
Dear Sir 

Your fav r of the 22 d of last month never came to my hands 
until the 27 th — at a time, when it really was not in my power to 
answer it, being so exceeding week & low occasioned by a severe 
spell of sickness, which seized me shortly after my return home 
The cloathing comeing from the north, as nearly as I can 
recollect are as follows — 

yards 

Blue Cloth 840 

White d° 650 

Green d° 400 

Bed d° 400. .This is 

iThe abstract of this letter as given above is printed in Palmer 
Calendar of Virginia State Papers, Vol. II, p. 441. A search has been 
made in the Executive Papers for the year 1781 in Virginia State 
Library for the "original" of this letter but without success. 
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all four quarter Cloth, and as I expect is of a pretty good quality 
woud ehuse to wait for it, ratlier than Take up with Serge, which 
in general is of a bad quality — 

I know of no person who understands the makeing of Mar- 
quees, however, it is a branch of Business easily obtained — I 
should not have called out the Legions so soon as I did, but for 
reasons which I will make known when I see you, the time is now 
put off until the 25 th of this month — 

In regard to swords, my only chance is a dependence on old 
Hunter, but that depends on his procuring workmen — from Hun- 
ter I shall get spurs [ ?] Bridle bitts & curry combs — from Simp- 
son — Holsters, pads, portmantuas Halters & strapps — 

I wish the Jackets to be made rather larger in the sleeve from 
the elbow downwards, and instead of a round Cuff to be a slashed 
one, with three buttons on each Cuff — The Blue and white cloth 
comeing on I believe will cloth what infantry we have raised with 
two Jackets each, the cavalry must have the green — sh d I recruit 
in strength Faster than what I expect, shall see you next week 

I am S r with great regard 

y r m* ob* Svnt 
A Spotswood 

[Addressed:] Col AYilliam Davies 
War Office 
liichmond 

[Above the address and to the right is the following:] 
I'ubliek Service 
| Endorsed:] Oct'' 3 d 1781 

From Gen 1 Spotswood 

respecting the cloathing for his Legions 

20 Nov 1781 P r Seldons. 1 



1 Executive Papers Sept. 11, 1781, Virginia State Library. Pub- 
lished in Palmer's Calendar of Virginia State Papers, II, p. 415. 
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My d 1 ' S r 

I came off and forgot to send the uniform Jacket, my servant 
neglecting to put me in mind of it, and left it in charge of a 
negroe of Mr. Gaits, to whom 1 have wrote and requested him to 
send it to you. 

Should the waistcoat not be recovered, I wish to have them 
made to fit such a man as the one who wished to he employed as 
an artificer, I wish the whole to be Blue, or half Blue & half 
Green, or half white — if not convenient to face the Jackets, have 
them edged, if of Blue of white edged with red — if of green edged 
with white — each Jacket to have side pockets abt. midway the 
waistcoat. The Jackets Button as a waistcoat as high as the pit 
of the Stomach and then to Turn of with a narrow french Lappel. 

I think you may provide for 500 men, do my dr. Sr. have me 
well equipt, and then I shall be able to attend to ceconomy. 

I am with friendship & esteem Yrs. Sincerely 

A Spotswood 
The Jackets must he made long so as to cover the Waist Band 
Breeches 

General Spotswood's diligence in organizing and equipping his 
'•legions" doubtless met with a great deal of opposition a bit of 
which lias come down to us in the scathing criticism of Charles 
Hick, of Fredericksburg, director of the Manufactory of Small 
Arms. In a letter sent from Fredericksburg (probably addressed 
to Colonel Davies, Commissioner of War) Mr. Dick says "I re- 
ceived an Order of the "?l st Sept. to deliver all the Repaired Ann? 
to Gen. Spotswood Q r Master, I am happy he has not call'd for one 
Musket yet, as a number of Men and Horses have been Screen'd 
from Military Services by that Cloud Capd Legion in the Time of 
our greatest Distress." Mr. Dick was a man given to strong 
convictions, usually formed after deliberate consideration of facts, 
and also he possessed the courage of them. 

That the "Legions" came to naught is clearly stated by Spots- 
wood himself in his petition to the legislature in 1794 for addi- 
tional bounty, when he says that he "was appointed brigadier gen- 
eral to a body of men directed to be raised by this state but as 
the number was not completed, thev did not go into service." 



